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On Computers and their Positive Influence in Developing Countries 

 The term, ‘developed country’ has no agreed upon definition. The World Bank uses GNI 

and capital to define it. This paper will argue that computers have been a positive influence on 

developing countries. The Arab Spring would not have been possible without access to 

computers since there was a lot awareness on Twitter. 

 A joint article written by Nina Hansen and others argues that there are strong claims of 

educational effectiveness of the programs that send laptops to developing countries, specifically 

African ones in this case. Children with a laptop had significantly higher scores on analogy and 

category related problems. Hansen et al., conducted a field experiment where they compared the 

abstract reasoning of Ethiopian children equipped with a laptop to children who didn’t have a 

laptop (Hansen, Koudenburg, Hiersemann, Tellegan, Kocsev, and Postmes 989-1000). 

 The effects were relevant for children in grades six and seven. They found out that 

different laptop activities can boost children’s abstract reasoning. Also, students’ engagement in 

their classes’ increases and using these computers in the schools increases the children’s 

technology skills. Hansen et al. concluded that after six months, Ethiopian children who had 

laptops, outperformed children who didn’t have laptops on abstract reasoning tests by analogy 

and categorization (Hansen, Koudenburg, Hiersemann, Tellegan, Kocsev, and Postmes 989-

1000). The research they did found that laptops improve students’ test scores in mathematics for 

grades seven and eight from another study. Overall, “Students’ use of laptops did more than 
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improving spatial cognition: They enabled children to categorize their new knowledge” (Hansen, 

Koudenburg, Hiersemann, Tellegan, Kocsev, and Postmes 989-1000). Whether it benefited 

sixth/seventh graders or seventh/eighth graders it brought positive effects either way. 

 Jeffrey James wrote an article in which he also argues for laptops being sent to 

developing countries, “OLPC product does embody a desirable technological feature that 

promotes sharing within a school and as such exemplifies the sub-category devoted to these 

forms of innovation” (James 43-59). James says that the positive effects computers bring to 

developing countries are increased sharing and innovation. James goes into detail on the 

exemplified sharing:  

 “Using standard wireless protocols, the laptops are automatically able to form a ‘mesh 

 network’ where each machine acts as both laptop and router, able to pass information 

 between computers./If one laptop is switched on in range of an internet connection/all 

 other laptops on the network can share the access/If there is no Internet access, the laptop 

 can still share data, video, and information through the mesh” 

The laptops are sharing information and creating a network that will benefit the people (James 

43-59). 

 James also discusses how people in developed countries are attempting to use multiple 

mice in schools that which will benefit individuals by sharing a remote computer. The OLPC and 

multiple mice ideas allow the community to use computers outside of regular school hours 

(James 43-59). 

 Both Hansen et al. and James argue that laptops benefit students in developing countries. 

Hansen et al. argues that it raises abstract reasoning skills for sixth and seventh graders while 

James argues that the laptops and multiple mice idea increases sharing and innovation in the 
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communities. The OLPC program definitively brought positive influence via computers to 

developing countries. 
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