
 The philosophers: Plato, Confucius, and Aristotle have been known in history for their 

philosophical thought. Though, only Confucius was well-respected in his society for his way of 

thinking. Both Plato and Aristotle came into much distress from their Greek society.  

 Confucius’ writing, The Analects was actually not written by him, but gathered by 

dialogue his students had with him, same with Plato’s The Republic and Aristotle’s The 

Nichomachean Ethics and The Politics. 

 One similarity in the three philosophies is the concept of areté seen with Plato and 

Aristotle and té seen with Confucius. Both are very similar. Plato said areté caused happiness 

and that you should do everything to the best of your ability and not reluctantly. Aristotle agreed 

with this concept, but applied it to a person’s job. He said people should do work in something 

have not only a natural talent in, but also enjoy doing. Confucius concept of té is very similar, 

but it applies to everything in life. He infers that if we do everything with enthusiasm and to the 

best of our ability are lives will be satisfying and we will have a sense of fulfillment. Even with 

an individual task, Confucius said if we do a task encouragingly we will have self-fulfillment and 

thus led to happiness. 

 Another similarity is that between Confucius’ concept of Li. Aristotle’s beliefs were 

similar. Confucius’ Li said that in every relationship there was a superior and inferior, he applied 

this to master-slave and husband-wife. Aristotle said slaves weren’t capable of thinking at a 

higher level as that of other people, and thus they are only good to be slaves. He also said only 

men are capable of theoretical knowledge, which means women are inferior to men in 

knowledge. Confucius inferred the same type of idea. He said slaves are inferior to their masters 

and should be obedient to them. He also said the husband was superior to a wife. A wife has 



rights and should be treated appropriately according to Confucius’ Silver Rule, but in the end the 

man is responsible for his wife. 

 Aristotle believed that we should have time for ourselves, leisure time. Confucius’ 

concept of Wen was similar to this. Wen was the belief that we should spend some of our time 

listening to music, reading poetry, etc. They will bring us happiness. It’s similar to Aristotle, 

because, all of these activities we mostly do in our spare time. Both philosophers emphasized not 

only working hard and giving it our all in a task and in our work, but also to spend time in 

leisure, and enjoy the arts of the world; including music and poetry. 

 The three philosophers differ in that, Aristotle emphasized that areté could only be 

achieved by few. He said it couldn’t be achieved by slaves or women because they weren’t 

capable of thinking to that capacity. Confucius and Plato said anyone and all people could 

achieve areté/té if they made the effort. 

 Aristotle was a student of Plato’s at his academy, and though they shared an established 

student-teacher relationship, they did have some differing views. Plato had a more idealistic view 

of thinking on life, while Aristotle had a realist one, in which he explored other countries and 

observed others to find out what the world is like.  

 Plato emphasized that the perfect state would be one ruled by a “philosopher-king,” 

because a philosopher-king would have a natural talent at ruling and would not bring any tyranny 

to the government. Aristotle, on the other hand didn’t show any discrepancies to a specific 

government. Plato was not favorable of a monarchy or a democracy, because he said a king only 

did what he pleased, and did not care for the people, and Plato, didn’t believe the common man 

had the knowledge to make a proper decision about the government. Aristotle said both 

governments had their pros and cons. 


