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My research question is, determining whether age is a factor in support of the death penalty; and 

a second research question is, whether being conservative is also a factor in support of the death 

penalty. I will test the relationship between age and support of the death penalty; and in my 

second question, I will test the relationship between being conservative and support of the death 

penalty. 

 

This research question is of utmost importance because there is a stereotype that people who are 

older, i.e. Senior citizens, generally, are more likely to support the death penalty. Also, there is 

another stereotype that conservative-minded people are more likely to support the death penalty. 

My research question will address this stereotype, and access the validity of whether it is truth or 

just a stereotype. This research question is also very important because, in the United States there 

is disagreement among the states on whether death penalty should be law or not. Some states 

have the death penalty, others do not. This is relevant because, my research question will help 

determine whether there is more support for the death penalty or not. Given, my research 

inquires age and conservatism, specifically, the survey does show who supports the death 

penalty. This could help legislature send a proposition that could make federal law or an 

amendment constituting whether death penalty should be abolished or continued. The people that 

should care are people working in the government, specifically Congress and such, because it 

will tell them if American citizens are typically in support of the death penalty or not.  

 

In a comparison of individuals, those who are older in age will be more likely to support the 

death penalty than will those who are younger in age. Also, in a comparison of individuals, those 

who are Conservative will be more likely to support the death penalty than will those who are 

Liberal. There is a positive relationship between support of the death penalty and age: as 

someone gets older, he will be more likely to support the death penalty. There is also a positive 

relationship between support of the death penalty and conservatism: as someone is more 

conservative, he will be more likely to support the death penalty. The dependent variable will be 

whether or not someone supports the death penalty; independent variables will be both age and 

conservatism. The positive relationship for both will only hold when accounting for a person’s 

age, view on the death penalty, and how conservative they are. My hypotheses are testable, 

because the data to test the hypothesis is there, and the research—survey work has been done. It 

is also value free because the question asked is simply whether one supports death penalty or not. 

 

My hypotheses are plausible because, using logic and reason: we already know that support of 

the death penalty is a conservative ideal. This is because, conservatism is associated with family, 

morals, and religion, and support for death penalty is in religious text. Therefore, conservatives 

are more likely to be in support of the death penalty because they are more religious than their 

liberal counterparts. This is why conservatives are typically associated and correlated with 



support of the death penalty. This same logic also applies to older people: Senior citizens and 

middle-aged people are seen as having morals and family values because they have children, and 

want what’s best for them in society. They are also more religious because of this, than 

compared to younger people like college students. Because they are religious, and support of 

death penalty comes from religion, older people are also more likely to support the death penalty 

because of this reason. My hypotheses are also plausible, because, the higher the age one has, 

they are more likely to be more conservative, and this leads to support of the death penalty. The 

higher the age one gets to, they become more conservative because they get settled down, and as 

mentioned before, children cause parents to be more conservative. This theory should be 

expected to be true because this theory applies to the United States, where the survey was done. 

Assuming the survey was done in appropriately random manner (which it was); the results in the 

survey should affirm my conclusive theory.  

 

Other variables that can be controlled are liberalism, and race. I plan to use liberalism to 

counteract against conservatism. Since liberalism is opposite of conservatism, it would be 

assumed that more liberal individuals would not be in support of the death penalty. This would 

be because liberals tend to be less religious and younger—two factors opposite of conservatism. 

The results of liberals will help me explain the conservatism results because, depending on how 

liberals feel about support of the death penalty, it will predict how the conservatives would do, 

since they assumingly have the opposite results. Another variable I will use is gender. Males are 

typically more conservative than females, so it would be expected that males would support the 

death penalty more. Females are more liberal, and males conservative, because females are more 

open-minded and progressive than males, who are less susceptible to change. Knowing how 

males and females respond in the survey will help me determine if people who are more 

conservative will support death penalty. 

 

I plan to use the GSS dataset. The survey was conducted in 2006. It was conducted through 

telephone, to a random sample of any American citizen. The survey was conducted to 4,510 

people for death penalty support, age, and ideology (for conservatism). Of all the results, 2815 

was valid and 1695 missing for death penalty; 4492 valid and 18 missing for age of respondent; 

and for ideological self-placement 4333 valid and 177 missing. The sample was selected through 

a simple random sample (SRS). I will be using data from all the respondents. Age and death 

penalty include only data I need, and the ideological self-placement does have liberal in it, but I 

will use that as a control variable. 

 

I plan to measure the dependent and independent variables using the GSS dataset. The question 

for support of the death penalty asked the respondent whether they supported the death penalty 

for murder or not. The age survey just simply asked for the respondent’s age. Also, the 

ideological self-placement gave the respondent a scale of 1 to 7—1 being extremely liberal and 7 

extremely conservative, and asked the respondent to place himself in one of the numbers. The 

level of measurement for support of death penalty is in a nominal scale. The degree of 

conservatism of a person is in an ordinal scale. And, the scale for the age of a person is in a ratio 

scale. I do not have to recode any of my variables in order to conduct my hypothesis. The 

variables are already set to be tested. Weaknesses seen in these measures can be that the dataset 

could prove to have limits: maybe large enough data wasn’t procured, or the data wasn’t random 

enough to be legitimate. 



I will measure my control variables by using the GSS dataset. They were operationalized through 

the SPSS program, and that is how I conducted my statistics tests for the control variables, and 

the independent and dependent variables. For the liberalism variable, it was included in the 

ideological self-placement variable I used for conservatism, so I will use that same one. The race 

variable asked what a person’s race was: white, black, or other, and if it was other they would 

have to specify. For the sex variable, it merely asked what a person’s sex was: male or female. 

The level of measurement for the sex variable was a nominal scale. For the race variable, it was 

an ordinal scale, and for the ideological self-placement variable for liberalism it was an ordinal 

scale. I do not have to recode my variables for me to conduct my hypothesis; the data is ready to 

be tested. 

 

For the age variable, I report a 47.14, which is middle-aged. Minimum and maximum numbers 

are 18 and 89. This shows that people in the middle range age have the highest average reported. 

For the ideology, the median and mode reported was 4, which was moderate, middle of the road. 

The results show that the most reported ideology is moderate. The mode for support of the death 

penalty is 1, which is in favor of the death penalty. This shows that out of all the respondents, the 

more people favored death penalty, than opposed it. For the age variable, the mode and median 

was 2, female, which shows that more females responded to the survey. For the race variable, no 

central tendency or dispersion measure was appropriate, so I will not report it. All the central 

tendency and dispersion measures I am reporting are appropriate, and most useful. The other data 

is irrelevant to my specific testing. Other dispersion measures for all the other variables prove to 

be inappropriate and not useful for my research, so I will not be reporting them. The distribution 

is skewed to the negative for -.225 and -.074, sex and ideology. Race is skewed to 1.837, 

showing a high skewness, and death penalty is skewed .722, favoring a positive skewness. Age is 

skewed at .384, favoring a negative skewness. On average, my sample has high central 

tendencies for my variables. The level is interesting, because it is higher than expected. There is 

a lot of variation though. The distribution is skewed at various directions, as I showed in the 

reported data earlier. I am 95% confident that the true average value of my ideology is 4 

(moderate, middle of the road), for my age it is 47.14, and for support of the death penalty it is 

1(favoring the death penalty). 

 

For the bivariate test, I performed an independent sample t-test for my independent and 

dependent variables of age, ideology, and support of death penalty. For age, the significance is 

reported at .154. I will reject the null hypothesis since the p-value is higher than .05. For 

ideology, I reported the p-value significance at .014. I will fail to reject the null hypothesis in this 

situation. From these results, I can see that it is more likely that conservatives will support the 

death penalty, and older people will not. The analysis supported my hypothesis with the 

conservatism, but with the age it did not support it. The relationship is significantly significant 

and in the expected direct for conservatism, but not for age. 

 

I have attached my multivariate test, logistic regression specifically in my hypothesis. 

Interpreting my results, people’s age makes them 1.002 more likely to support death penalty, 

race makes them 3.356 more likely, sex is 1.367, and being conservative .703. My hypothesis 

was not supported after controlling for alternative explanations. Race affects a person’s decision 

on support of death penalty, and so does a person’s sex, more so than age and conservatism. The 

control variable that has a significant effect on my dependent variable is race, because a person’s 



race makes them 3.356 more likely to support the death penalty. A lot of variation in my 

dependent variable is explained through my analysis because it shows the likeliness of support of 

death penalty ranging from .703 to 3.356. 

 

My research question determines whether age is a factor in support of the death penalty. My 

second research question determines whether being conservative is a factor in support of the 

death penalty. The hypothesis I tested was: in a comparison of individuals, those who are older in 

age will be more likely to support the death penalty than will those who are younger in age. And, 

my second hypothesis: in a comparison of individuals, those who are Conservative will be more 

likely to support the death penalty than will those who are Liberal. My bivariate test showed that 

I reject my null hypothesis for age, and I fail to reject the null hypothesis for ideology. My 

hypothesis for conservatism was supported, but my other hypothesis for age was not. For my 

logistic regression test, I found out that my controlling variables cause race and sex to have more 

significance for support of the death penalty than age and conservatism. This did not support 

either of my hypotheses, it disproved both of them because it showed that other factors than age 

and conservatism determine support for death penalty. These results are useful because they 

show what factors determine support for the death penalty. People are usually stereotyping that 

being conservative and older people are more likely to support death penalty, but from my results 

it means that a person’s race and a person’s sex are higher factors in determining this. Although, 

from my first test, it is seen that being more conservative makes you more likely to support the 

death penalty. It is also useful, because my results showed that there is more support for death 

penalty than opposition to it (From the central tendencies test). This could help the federal 

government determine whether it should make laws enacting the death penalty in the states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Variable: Cappun, (Not the Full) GSS Dataset 2006- 

Question 82 B) Do you favor or oppose the death penalty for person convicted of murder? 

1. Favor 

2. Oppose 

3. Don’t know 

4. No answer 

5. Not applicable 

 

Variable: Polviews, (Not the Full) GSS Dataset 2006- 

Question 67 A) We hear a lot of talk these days about liberals and conservatives. I’m going to 

show you a seven-point on which the political views that people might hold are arranged from 

extremely liberal—point 1—to extremely conservative—point 7. Where would you place 

yourself on this scale? 

1. Extremely liberal 

2. Liberal 

3. Slightly liberal 

4. Moderate, middle of the road 

5. Slightly conservative 

6. Conservative 

7. Extremely conservative 

8. Don’t know 

9. No answer 

10. Not applicable 

 

Variable: Age, (Not the Full) GSS Dataset 2006- 

Question 13) Respondent’s Age 

1. 10-19 

2. 20-29 

3. 30-39 

4. 40-49  

5. 50-59 

6. 60-69 

7. 70-79 

8. 80 or over 

9. No answer, don’t know 

 

Variable: Sex, (Not the Full) GSS Dataset 2006- 

Question 23)Respondent’s Sex 

1. Male 

2. Female 

 

 

Variable: Race, (Not the Full) GSS Dataset 2006- 

Question 24) What race do you consider yourself? 

1. White 

2. Black, 3. Other (Specify), 4. Not applicable 


