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At UNC-Charlotte, the newly opened Student Union is directed by Jim Hoppa, who is the 

university’s Associate Vice Chancellor. He began his career working at the bottom and 

progressively moved up to a now prestigious faculty role at our university. 

 Hoppa’s hometown is Buffalo, New York. He stayed in his hometown for his Undergrad 

and Graduate school education, going to State University of New York at Buffalo. He received 

his Bachelor’s and Graduates degree in Industrial arts and Technology Student Personnel 

Administration. He began working at Charlotte in 1982, where he started at Housing, and 

subsequently moved up in position. He and his family live in Charlotte. 

 Hoppa says he enjoys his position and works with a good group of people. When asked if 

he likes working in the Student Union: he says he does; “there’s something new every day,” he 

said. Although, he also said, “it is a bit stressful, yet it is manageable and understandable because 

it is a new building.” 

 For his job, Hoppa is required to mostly manage and lead teams. He works above a lot of 

employees, and has to deal with personnel issues. He also spends a lot of time doing strategic 

planning. His works requires him to know a lot of details and know a lot about everything related 

to his job. Hoppa keeps his work fun though, he says; “it never gets boring,” he said. 

 Hoppa is in charge of the Student Union, SAC, Cone Center, and Recreational 

Services/Intramurals. He has had an active role in influencing activities that these buildings have 

created because of his management. His office is located in the Student Union, and is his main 

place. He is seen more there he says, but all of his managing building have an equal importance 

to him.  

Hoppa was seen in his daily work at the main floor talking to two businessmen. He was 

telling them about the Union and describing its layout. He then gave them a tour. His job 
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spectrum also includes meeting with businessmen, because many changes and renovations done 

to buildings have to be approved by him, because of his high status. 

 In his day-to-day work Hoppa visits different buildings, goes to meetings, and meets with 

other directors. Hoppa was seen in his office in the Union talking to his assistant, finding out 

what’s next for him to do. He is always busy when working, never slacking off, and always has 

something next to do. Hoppa sees himself keeping his job for awhile. He says he worked hard to 

reach where he is, and was lucky to be promoted to such a high position. 

 When asked: where do you see the Union as a building on campus, 6 months from now? 

Hoppa said, “it will continue to be a center building at campus; there will be more awareness 

surrounding it around campus, and more people will come the Union because of the theater.”  

Hoppa has played an active role not only in the management of the Student Union, but in 

its plans to be built also: when the Student Union blueprints were being created, Hoppa helped 

with those plans.  

Hoppa enjoys working, even though he has a very strenuous and demanding job. He 

works hard every day, and still manages to pull through. Hoppa also likes living in Charlotte and 

says he likes it here at UNC-Charlotte, “it’s a good environment,” he said. Students can look to 

him as an inspiration or for motivation because he is enjoying his career and has a strong work 

ethic. Hoppa should also be thanked by students because without his input for the plans, the 

Student Union could have not been built. 

END 

  

 


