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Derrick Ere, Anthony Parker, Stacey Sullivan, and members of Chi Upsilon Sigma 

National Latin Sorority sponsored a speech discussing the best and worst healthcare systems 

around the world including USA, at 7 p.m. October 21 in a classroom at CHHS. 

 This speech, named “Da Ill of ’09,” showed a new way that the U.S. is suffering in its 

healthcare system: by comparing it to other countries. All the hosts made their own contributions 

throughout the event--whether a personal anecdote or information. 

 There wasn’t a large audience at the presentation, fewer than twenty, but all of the people 

were engaged and listening. The hosts were very friendly; they asked everyone to introduce 

themselves with their name, class, and major.  

They started with a story about how Derrick was personally affected by the healthcare 

system. He presented a small video about how his mother was diagnosed with lung cancer and 

how it was very hard to pay the bills because of problems with their health insurance. He also 

related the story to current healthcare problems.  

The audience sympathized with him and his mother, and soon others told their own 

stories. Stacey talked about her cousin, who was diagnosed with brain cancer, he passed away 

when he was 12, but her family is still paying bills. 

Derrick said that he did this lecture because he wanted to share his mother’s struggle and 

wanted to spread the word about Obama’s healthcare reform plan, and healthcare in general. 

After personal stories and information about USA’s health insurance, we focused on 

healthcare. Derrick said, even though healthcare was a “major point happening in America,” it 

was still refuted by Republicans as not being that important.  
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This speech was very much like a question and answer forum. The hosts constantly asked 

the audience what they thought about a certain statement or asked their opinion. Derrick asked if 

they knew how healthcare was done, and if there were people from different countries who knew 

what their countries healthcare system was like. The audience replied, one student talked about 

her homeland, Thailand’s healthcare. 

The audience, through the duration of the time was very focused and answered all the 

questions presented quickly. Derrick continued by saying that USA was the “number one 

superpower yet 37
th

 in healthcare,” according to the World Ranking of healthcare. The gross 

domestic product for USA was discovered to be 17 percent, which was low. 

Doctors were also discussed in the current American healthcare. Derrick and Stacey 

explained to the audience how doctors are on a required and limited time basis. Patients go in 

and out. A lot of times doctors wrongly diagnose their patients. They said this is a big problem 

with healthcare according to the hosts, who said this must change. Patients should go to the 

doctor’s before symptoms show. 

Other problems with the American healthcare system are health insurance and free 

clinics. Clinics reject insurers, usually from the Hispanic community, said Stacey. Derrick asked 

the audience if ethics play role with insurance companies. The audience said that ethics does play 

a large role with insurance. Derrick questioned, “who says we can make that decision.” He said 

what gives companies the right to deny people insurance. 

Derrick used a power point presentation and videos to display information about 

healthcare. The audience watched clips from the movie “Sicko,” to show how Guantanamo Bay 

is the only place in the U.S. where there is free healthcare. The audience was very surprised by  

MORE 



Ahmed, 3 
 

this, and expressed desire to change the current system. 

  There was feedback on the clips, which included ones on Cuba and Germany’s 

healthcare. The audience told their own opinions, and how they felt. Some people believed that 

everyone should pay for healthcare, some believed there should be an opt-out option like UK 

does. 

 This event proved to be effective in that it kept the audience focused. The audience told 

their opinions and their own personal stories concerning healthcare. Derrick’s purpose was to 

help spread the word about healthcare, and many felt inspired to do so after this speech. 
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